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To Joun Y.N. Yates, Esq. Secretary of Siate, 
» Albany, (N. Y¥.) 

Respected Sir-—-in my two preceding letters, | have en- 
teavored to prove, that the infinity of sin, and its endless 
evnsequences, are utterly repugnant to scripture, to the 
deductions of philosophy, and to known and acknowledged 
facts. My present design is to show, that your second pro- 
position is equally unsupported. ‘The laboring oar wil) 
now be placed in your hand, as my aim is merely to select 
a few testimonies, which render the Deity of Christ not 
merely problematical, but absolutely inconsistent with the 
toner of the inspired volume. 

Were you employed as advocate in favor of a person 
charzed with a capital offence, weuld you desire, or could 
a court ask, more complete evidence of his innocence thas 
a well substantiated alibi? Being well persauded that no 
man possesses the power of ubiquity, no testimony, no 
possible combination of circumstances, can render inno- 
cence more certain, than the impossibility, included n the 
very idea of absence. To proof of this description T now 

laim your attention. By the Deity of Christ, [ mnder- 
tand all which belongs to the self-existeni, rnecuscd cause 
of ali things. And with reference to this view of (he sub- 
ject, | shall quote the declarations of scripture which fol- 
low: My God, my God, why hast thon forsaken me? Did 
Jehovah ask of himself, why he was forsaken by himself ? 
After his resurrection, we read his language thus: Touch 
me not, for I have not vet ascended to amy FaTuEer. Does 
this need a remark inexpianation? In relating his pas- 


sion in the garden of Gethsemane, the Evangelist says, 


And there appeared unto him from Heaven, an angel} 


strengthening him. Did the Creator of all worlds receive 
consolation, or mental support, from a created being? 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, is represented as saying—Son, 
why hast thon thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and 
Ihave sought thee sorrowing. Did Mary know her own 


son? In discoursing with the disciples relative to the dee- 


(ruction of Jerusalem, Jesus says, But of that day, and that 
hour, knoweth no man, no, not the angels in Heaven, nei- 
ther the Son, but the Father only. Ifthe Father and Son 
be not here represented as fwo identities, and if Jesus do 
not profess ignorance of the precise lime of an event, which 
he had already predicted would occur in that generation, 


‘ 


Tam in worse than E.zyptian darkness relative to the use of 
terms in our vernacular language. The scriptures state 
that Jesus was anointed AagovgE his TeELLOWS. Was he so 
far exalied, as to have pre-eminence over the other persone 
inthe Trinity? And ifso., was it because he loved riglit- 
eousness and hated iniquity more than his fellows—and who 
thus exalted him? An Apostle informs us, that Jesus was 
made perfect through suffering. Can sophistry overcome 
this insuperable difficulty in the way of your theory? 

Your specia/ attention is invited to the testimony which 
follows. It speaks a language, and establishes a fact, di- 
ametrically opposite to your theory, and fully controverts 
the idea suggested by you, as the very reuson why we 
ought to adept the Trinitarian system. Wherefore in all 
things it behoved hum to be made like unto his brethren, 
that he might be a merciful and faithfal high priest in 
things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the 
sins of the people; For in that hesuffereed, being TRMPT- 
ep, he is able to succour them that are tempted. Weare 
well informed that God cannot be tempted; but we learn 
here that Jesus was tempted. Jesus was not therefore Je- 
hovah. Again—As a faithful high priest to him who ap- 
pointe! lim; 4y whom was he appointed, and /e whom did 
he offer sacrifice as high priest? Further—Thouzh he 
were a son, yet learned he obedience by the things which 
he enffered, Did the all-wise Jearn—and to whem was he 
obedient? Jesus expressly declares God to he a spirit ; 
yet after his resurrection he told his disciples, A spirit hath 
not flesh and bones as ye see me have. Can this be recon- 
ciled with yoursystem? An Apostle testifies—For though 
he was crucified through wraKwness, yet he liveth by the 
power of God. But the scriptures are abundant in proo! 
that the origin of Jesus was with the Father—that he was 
dependent upon him for knowledge and power—that all 
this power was derived from, and shold ultimately return 
ito the Father, when the design should be accomplished for 
which he was sen. 

But besides these incontrovertible testimonies, it is evi- 
dent from the titles Father and Son, that the Father must 
be first insome sense. As author of being, it is too evident 
to question. As teacher, it is equally evident, that he who 
teaches another, must Sr=t pascese the knowledze which ® 
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communicated. But his own testrmony and constant prac- 


tice are in full proof of his mferiority. 
himself sent by God, he prayed to God. 


self sent to do the will of God. He _ protessed to exerciss 


power oily as delegated for a special purpose, and that on- 


ly by precept and example from his Father and our Father 

—his God and our God. 
These are but a few selections 

nies which go to prove the absence of your doctrine tron 


the pages of inspiration. 
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[fe deciared him- 


from the many testimo- 


hardly be necessary to prove, that the ostensible, aud im 


Acknowledging| general the real motive of the senders, is to spread the 


The 


subject of investigation isnow offered in the shape of » 


lizht of the gospel where it does not already shine. 
juery,—"W hat is the gospel ?” 
‘| Muchas we are told of living in a gospel land, and of 


our abundant opportunities tohear the sound of the gos- 


church members, know the simple import of the term 


If, in the face of this negative tes-|zospel. This is not spoken from conjecture, it is fact, gath- 


timony, you still adhere to the Trinitarian scheme, it}ered by extensive observation ; and of those who are thus 


would be gratifying to learn by what means you wil 


s+ 


evade the direct proof here adduced. Should you urge 


lJinstructed, fewer still are enabled to give the scriptural 


‘Isense of the term, in Bible language. In Gal. 1.8, Paul 


that you presume it to be a revec/ed truth, | await the de-|gives us a luminous definition, m the following words :— 


cision ot seripture. 


Whatever appears evidently as a re-|"And the scripture, foreseemg that God would justily the 


velation from the source of light, may demand, and oughtjheathen through faith, preached before the GosPEL to 


to receive, our utmost confidence. 


Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed.” 


The scriptures inform us, that whatever makes manifest, We here not only learn that the gospel was preached to 


is light. It, as is contended, this tenet be the heavenly light 


\braham, but we are informed pariicular/y of that in 


of the scriptures, it must make manifest, and if mauitest. which these glad tidings consist, uamely, ib JYSTIFICA~ 


it is neither inexplicable, nor incomprehensible. As, how- 


ever, all its advocates with whom, or with whose writings 


TION, 


| On reference to the passages of this import found iv 


lam acquainted, agree to call it a hidden mystery, it is evi- Genesis, we perceive the promise to Abraham, Isaac, and 


dently not a revealed one, and of course belongs neither to Jacob, 1s varied in language, including all nations, families, 


us nor to ourchildren. 
Christ is called the image of God. 
judiciously to say, that the image, or likeness is 


in identity with the thing which it resembles? 


If Jesus 


were co-equal with two other persons in the God-head.{oa certain church, that he shall come to 


how could he be above them, and dependent on one of 


them? Speaking of himself, he says, Whom the Father 
Did Jehovah 


You know it is impossible to 


hath sanclified aud sent into the world. 
sanctify and send himself? 
understand the idea conveyed by sender and sent, on any 
But 
it is not, perhaps, necessary to multiply quotations of this 


other principle, than that of a plurality of persons. 


sort. They are soabunidant, that you cannot have over- 
looked them, and you have prebably passed them by mere- 
ly to make room for that which can no longer be maintain- 
ed, but as a sublime mystery, which its advocates have 
confessed worthy to be expunged from the christian sys- 
tem, but for the sake of its mysfery. How well it becomes 
men, professing to be led by the scriptures, to aid in main- 
taining a tenet not known in the scriptures, and direct! 
opposed by them, is left fur your consideration. 
Respectfully yours, MAYHEW. 


—p—- 


FOR THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


FRIENDLY LETTERS TO 4 BAPTIST. 
LETTER 2. 


“Come, let us reason together.” 

My dear Sir,—Iu a former letter, I suggested as a reaso: 
for opposing the Missionary scheme, that as those who ar 
thus sent are ignorant of the gospel, it cannot reasonabl; 
by 


be expected, that they will teach it to others, Itcan 


Ie it using the phrase|the universality of the blessing ? 


and kindreds. [sit possible to be more express i fixing 


Other portions of scrip- 


the same|ture fix the meaning of the term beyond the power of 


lair aud honourable critieism to coutrovert. Paul declares 
them “in the 
fulness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ.” Writing 
to the Ephesians he says: “In whom ye also trusted, afte: 
that ye heard the word ef truth, [what word /] the Gos 

PEL of your SALVATION.” The fulness of the gospe! 
biessing is salva/ion, and men are now called upon to be- 
lieve this truth, and enter into rest. If it were the word 
of truth before the Ephesians were called upon for the 
obedience of faith, itis equaliy true at the present day. 
Vhe gospel is light, not darkness : 
ing. 


itis blessing, not curs 
Without reference to a cloud of testimonies running 
in the same chanacl, permit me to inquire, Is this the bur 
den of the preaching of your missionaries? Do thev 
tell their hearers that God was in Christ reconciling the 
world to himself—or do they say, Make your peace with 
God, that he may lift on you the light of his reconciled 
countenance? Do they testify with Paul to his brethren.— 
Having MADE PEACE through the blood of his cross, by 
‘um to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say 
whether they be things m earth, or things in heaven.” You 
know this is not their preaching. 
‘rom Tndia ? 


What do they write 
“Preaching fire and brimstone drives them 
to their temples.” 

Those called christians, generally agree in the declara- 
von, that the new is a better dispensation that that which 
is termed the old, being established upon better promises 


“his appears to be the impression on the mind of Paul, 





who gives us to understand that life and immortality ane 


el, it is beyond the pale of controversy, that few, even of 


espa 
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avons ht to light by the gospel. T hat the old covenant tles. Notw iths tanding he had the gift of miracles, his ex- 


> 


en 


contained no threat of punishment ina future state, is ev-)traordinary conversion for a chosen yessel, and his grea! 
ident to a superficial observer ; if, therefore, the gospel}success, his word is pledged that baptism was not included 


contain a threat of inexpressible and interminable misery|in his commission, 
beyond this mode of being, it is manifestly absurd to call] To those in the least acquainted with the history of 


it a more glorious dispensation. Again, the effects of a! Paul’s sufferings in consequence of preaching the gospel, it 


belief of the true gospel, are peace and joy. What arejis needless to urge, that nothing would deter him from a 
the effects of a belief in the systems of men, misuamed|known duty. Neither stripes nor imprisonment, nor the 


’ 
a oe 


gospel, let the cells of the maniac, the murdered children} whole catalogue of the appaling evils which he describes 
of distracted mothers, and the thousands of persecuted andjas enduring in his own body, in the least moved him to re- 
massacred martyrs witness. nounce the ministry which he received, on his own declar- 

I lave many other and strong arguments against thelation, “by the revelation of Jesus Christ.” That he re- 
modern missionary system, but having given you sufficient}nounced the use of water baptism as a rite not included in 


ll» A link, Kaki ah TEAMED EI ace te et ee 
— Pe, 2 < » ‘ a2 4 ™ - 


iabor in the premises, | leave this subject, for one which it}his commission, is as evident to my apprehension, as that 
is possible you may deem more Herculean. he acted without a warrant in the circumcision of ‘Limo- 

Among the various tenets of which you are tenacious,/thy. Though fully aware that he was acting in both ca- 
there is none to which you cling with more pertinacity.|ses without a warrant, he undoubiedly considered it expe- 
both as a positive ordinance, and a distinguishing badge of}dient. On after-thought, however, it is obvious that he 
ect, than water baptism by immersion. Inow crave yourjreceived no satisfaction in either of these cases, both of 
attention to some remarks on the subject. If you consid-|which he tacitly condemns. I now ask you to be true to 


Sa 


er this tenet as permanently fixed, you can attend the in-/your conscience, and say, Would you circumcise a child 
vestigation with coolness ; andthe firmer your confidence-|because Christ submitted to the ordinance, or because Paul 
the greater will be your candor. In proof, you adduce|performed this rite on Timothy ? Certainly I anticipate 
the precept and example of Christ; would to God you/your answer, No. 

might be enabled to follow him in doctriae, as implicitly,) We are Gentiles; and Paul was the great apostle to the 


+ ~=Re Dor ret 


as in this respect you undoubtedly do, agreeably to your|Gentiles; and with all his endowments, he declares he had 
sense of right on the subject. In the charge given to hisino commission to baptize. On what then is the ordinance 
disciples on the eve of his ascension, Christ bids them to}founded? On the traditions of mea, is my answer. For 
teach all nations, baptizing them im the name of the Fa-}what purpose did Christ commission disciples at different 
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Permit mejtimes before his crucifixion? To preach the gospel—heal 
now to inquire, Does this relate to form, or to substance ’j\the sick—and to cast out demons, or in more intelligible 
If it relate to form, why did not the apostles use it? and if} .anguage, to heal those disorders deemed incurable by the 


+ OO Ee wetter eter ew ee 


* 
~ 


it relate to substance, why do you add the term water, and|physicians of that age. Thus then we learn that to his 


impose a form unknown, aud of course not practised by{disciples, commissioned to preach to the Jews only, and that 


the primitive christians ? previous to his crucifixion, no direction was given to bap- 

John appears to have hada very different view of the}tize with water. Toa distinguished apostle, commission- 
subject from Baptists of later times. Speaking of the dis-/ed to both Jew and Geutile, posterior to his resurrection, 
pensation committed to him, he says, I indeed baptize youjno such charge was given. Which now is the less diffi- 
WITH WATER. Speaking of the dispensation committed|culty, to make it appear that water baptism is a positive 
tu Christ, he says, He shall baptize you with the Holy/institution of Christ, in the very face of these stubborn, ne- 
Ghost, and with [or more correctly, EVEN] fire. This}gative facts, or to allow that teaching and baptism are con- 
then appears to be the distinguishing difference of their}vertible terms, and thatto teach or baptize in the name, is 
baptisms. True indeed we read that the disciples of|to teach or baptize in the docirine of the Father, Son, and 


ed ek a ea oe 


Christ baptized, and probably with water. That this af-| oly Spirit ? 
turds no proof that water baptism is a positive institu‘ion| i your view be correct, Christ omitted a material pari 


0S PP RS Oe 


of Christ, ismow my province to make manifest. Net on-!of his charge in sending forth his chosen servants at differ- 
ly do we read that Christ was circumcised, but that Paul jent times, without enjoining water baptism, and the integ- 
who received the gospel by the revelation of Jesus Christ,lrity of the scriptures is thus most positively impeached. 
took Timothy, and circumcised him: And yet this same|[fthe view now taken be correct, they evidently harmo- 
apostle declares, that if any are circumcised, Christ shallinize. That the dispensation to John was special, | think 
profit them nothing. But further—Paul,on a certain oc-}is evident from hts-own language—IJ must deercase. Speak- 
casion, mentions a few whom he had baptized, evidently}ing of Clirist, he says, He must increase WU this language 
with water, and thanks God he had baptized no more, add-|.io not refer to the dispensations, to what subject does it 


ing, For] was not sent to baptize, but to preach the gos-|refer? I confess | am unable to answer. Again—the 


- 


BSE SLAF OR RET a 


pel. If we may rely on the veracity of this apostle, he didjapostle Paul uses the term one dbeptism ina situation ren 





, 


more to evangelize the world, than all the remaining apos-}ering Ito see | ithe recoguised but one baptism. You 
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believe ina baptism of the Holy Spirit, but this is not ee 


ter baptrsm; therefore, if the latter be a positive ordinanc 


it is certainly a second, or another baptism, and you pre 


wame on an authority for justification not communicated 


to the aposiles, 


T would now luquire, who has authority to baptize ?— 


May all disciples. or those who fancy themselves such, per- 


form this ordinance? If aa impostor should obtain th 


sanction of your church thus to officiate, and evidenc 


should render it certain that he was all the time an infide! 


would baptism by him he valid? 


re-baptism be necessary, on a cowfession and sincere re 
pentance? 
why not a Hottentot? 


legal, why reqnire faith before baptism ? 


Yours truly, MENTOR. 
—<>—— 
FOR THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


CONSOLATION. 


Amidst the cares, miseries and disappointments of a de- 


ceitful world, it isa heart-cheerinz recollection, that w: 
have one Almighty Friend and Protector. who is uninfla 
enced by the frowns or smiles of the world, ani who un 
cersingly watches over our happiness with paternal car 

As we have the fullest assurance that God is 
an. 


immutabl: 
hat he loves all his creatures with equal affection, w 
may rely on Him iu our greatest trials, with the sustainin: 


belief, that he does not afflict willingly, but that each mis- 


ery we suffer is for our advantage, and calculated to fit us 


tor the enjoyment of a better, because a holier life. A be 


Ifan infidel may perform the rite acceptably, 


If the baptism of a hypocrite be 
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a sm 


~> mt; and while thus copying his example, we increase in 


.| oliness, and consequently in happiness. ‘Thus acting, we 


-}vanswer life's great end” by living well, and enjoy the 
rchest reward of heaven, an approving conscience. 

Those who consider ail mankind as brethren, children oj 
one Parent, equally regarded by him, and all destined to 
oue heaven, are certainly mexcusable if they do not cher- 
etish friendly feelings towards all the family of man, and 


elendeavor by every mean m their power to circumseribe 


Those, who believe in the utter ex- 
termination of sin, may contend against it with strong hope 
-lof success; but Isee nor ason why those, who believe in 
its eternal existence, and who think it conducive to God’s 
glory, should contend against it, or if they do, what pros- 
pect 


t of success there cay possibly be, to animate them in 


PRISCILLA. 


their opposition. 











RELIGICUS INQUIRER. 
SATURDAY, JAW. 15, 1925. 


“ Farnestly contend for the faith.” 


SIN. 


lief in God’s universal and eternal love to all his offspring] Siu may be defined to be the transgression of any known 


is the only sentiment that can give unmixed and constant 


law ; as no person can vielate an unknown law, in such a 


satisfaction to every intelligent soul, as it is the only belief|™manner as to commit sin, unless his ignorance be volunta- 


° ~ re an . . © > leider 3} lene 7 
that can entirely remove the doubts and fears of erery|"Y 3 and in this case, some knowledge is always supposed. 


child of God. 


and impartially examining the works 


Then let no one reject it withoui critically 


.|As it is conceded on all hands that obedience to the law ot 


and word of God,{@od renders us happy, and displays his glory, the great 


and ifthey give united and satisfactory evidence of its question is, will atime ever come, when all shall obey, 


truth, let each reevive it with joy, and bless its divine au-|#0d the moral universe be full of his prai-e: 


thor for a revelation of such an invaluable truth. 


It would 


But ifseem, if God were better pleased with an observance ot 


the doctrine of election and reprobation be true, the non-|his law, than with its viclation, that such an event might 
elect might say, as did the possessed of the devil to Christ,|be expected, as then his glory and man’s happiness would 


; ee we : » clearer understs o of tas 
“T adjure thee torment us not,” for the reprobate could re-|be Universal ; but for the clearer understanding of this subs 


: . . ; 100 . ay; , j or three als 
ceive no possible advantage from the revelation of such ajJ&¢t We shall examine it under three heads. 


purpose, but would be tormented by it before their time. 


Were I in doubt concerning the immutability of the Crea- 
tor’s love to ali his children, a knowledge that we are still 
suffered to live and enjoy innumerable blessings, after we 
have reproached him with partiality, cruelty and vindic- 
tive wrath, would settle the question beyoud all contro- 
versy. 

The doctrine of God’s universal love is calculated to 
draw out our whole souls in love to our Maker and our 
brethren, and in the exercise of this love, we become more 
engaged in imitating our Heavenly Parent, by dissemina- 
ting happiness as widely as our limited capacities will ad- 


1. Ifthe Manichean notion of two eteraally opposite 
principles, ove good, aad the other evil, be true, can God's 
law be universally obeyed ? 

2. If God as really love sin as holiness, can his law be 
unexceptionably observed ? 

3. If God heartily abominate sin, and only allow it in 
lis moral kingdom, as a temporary mean for the production 
of great good, will his righteous law ever receive univer- 
sal and sincere obedience ? 


The first question may be considered and settled in few 


uae 


words; for if good and evil have been in conflict through 
all past eternity, and if po cemplete victory have beea ck 





.{the influence of ijliberality, and to extend the blessings of 
If an arrant hypocritej<ocial intercourse. 
shou'd be baptized. and finally be detected as such, would 
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fain’! vet on eitver side, we may re asonably conclud ‘that; impart the bliss ad he aven to the’ virtuous, without iiutent- 


the history of the cast isthe prophecy of the future. The}! 


ng to confirm them in purity, orto increase their efforts 


arement, however, is much stroager, for uf good and eviljto resemble him, in what way would this course intimate 


have existed co-eternally, they are of equal power, andja love of holiness, or a desire that they might love him 


neither can overeome the other. 


trovs the veracity of the scriptures, in which God deciares 


Bet as this notion des-} with their whole hearts, and their brethren as themselves ° 
How wil! God treat that which he hates? it is commonly 


his counsel shall stand, and that he will do all his pleasure,]supposed that he will reward it with punishment. Sut 


and prevents ohedience to his law ina single case, a more 
lenethened refutation is deemed unnecessary. 

The second question, does God as really love sin as ho- 
liness? will require a more close and protracted investiga- 
tion, ‘-od’s feelings towards holiness or sin can never be 


determined, but from his dec'arations, or his acts. and 





were these to disagree, we shonld be Jeft in doubt concern-| 
inr his preference, or judge entirely from deeds. The; 
scri tures abundantly assert his disallowance, his dbomina-! 
tion of sn, and eriminate men for doing that which hel 
hates: now. shoul! hie conduet be at war with these dec- 
Jarations, what would evidence his detestation of sin? his 
worls only: bot deeds are generally thought to speak the 
language of the heart. How then could any one believe 
him sincere in his profess¢d abhorrence of moral evil ?— 
Should it be contended that God's utter and undissembled 
hatred of sin is expressed by the punishment he inflicts on 
the transgressor, it is replied, if this punishment be design- 
ed either to check or ext'rpate sin. the reason is good, but 
if it be intended to effect no beneficial change in the trans- 
lor how 


gressor, it is entirely fallacious. can detestation 


of sin and love of holiness be manifested by a punishment, 


the exercis 


should he inflict on the wicked all the agony of endless 
torment, without designing to reclaim them, or to check 


e of one sinful affection, how would this prove 
his detestation of sin, or show that one jot or tittle should 


not pass from the law without being fulfilled? Should 


the reward of the virtuous establish them iu holiness, and 
the punishment of the wicked confirm them in sin, we 
might fairly conclude that God as really loved one as the 
other, and that he took the most efficient means for their 
eternal continuance. Should the compensation of the up- 
right destroy their every disposition to holiness, and the 
retribution of the wicked annihilate their every inclina- 
tion to sin, we might infer that God loved neither, and that 
he took the best method to effect their utter ruin. Taking 
ail restraint from sin, and every obstacle from virtue is 
equivalent to the strongest love tor both. It is also cer- 
tain that there can be no increase of happiness, witliout 
progression in holiness, nor any addition to misery, with- 
out advancement insin. Hence, from all these consider- 
ations it isstrikingly obvious, that, should some pass an 
7 


eternity in sin and suffering, God would be more highir 
pleased with their disobedience and misery, than he would 





which gives iniquity no modification favorable to virtue 


Wi ith their obedience and happiness. 


But what renders 


or in other words, which renders the off*nder more and still this point clearer 1+, the existence of more wickeduess in 


joore sinful? Now, as God clearly sees what consequen-|the future than in the present state, if the common opinion 


ces will result from the punishment of the delinquent, we 
inay fairly conclude they fulfil his purpose, as he doeth all 
things according to the counsel of his own will. Then, 
should chastisement eternalize sin lu any individual, and 
give him increased power and disposition to vielate God's 
law, it would be indubitably certain that the immaculate 
Jehovah did not hate sin, and that he preferred tis com- 
mission to the keeping of his own commandments. It wil 
not do to say that iniquity is unspeakably detestable in the 
sieht of God, and that he permits its endless existence aud 
perpetual increase simply to enhance the joys of the right- 


eous, as it might be rephed with equal plausibility and 


sirenzth, that God utterly abomiuates holiness, aud that 
he allows its everlasting continuance and unceasing ad- 
yaucement simply to augment the anguish of the lost.— 
We must therefore determine whether God loves sin or 
holiness, and how he will treat that which he abhors, be-j;would utterly destroy holiness, to show his love of 
fore we can examine the question, will his law be univer-| would to sujpose he would coulinue sia through eternity, 


sally obeyed ? It has been already stated, that, if the scripclto evidence his detest 


ibe true. Paul says, we have all sinned and failen short of 
the glory of God, but should the scheme we oppose be 
correct, it is ouly because we do not sin enough to glorify, 
lhim. From the arzuments adduced it follows, that, shoul: 
siu Jasi throagh eternity, God must as really love it as bol.- 
ness, ami rather prefer that some should commit it forever, 
than that his righteous law should receive hearty, uuiver- 
sa! and endless obedhence. 

In reference to the last question, if God sincerely hate 
sin, Will it ever be exterminated ? we observe, should not 


this glorious end be accomplished, the truth of those serip- 





be 


itures must be sacrificed, which declare that sia shall 
finished ; that all things shall become new ; that the: 
shall be no more death, and that God shall be all im a’! 
and that his abhorrence of sin could never be Gemonsira- 
ted, It would be just as rational to beleve that God 
it, as it 


tuen of it. If then God love righ 


tures spake the language of truth, God held sin in utterjeousness and hate iniquity, he will sweep all moral eyil 


detestation ; but should deeds indicate an opposite feeling 


we could not withstand the language of facts. 


Hlow will God treat that which he loves ? itis generally}be universally obeyed. 
Pelieved that he will reward it with joy. But should he whic h Ged can pres 


from his rational kinglom with the besom of utter and ir- 


‘ 
retrievable ruin, and cause his wise and righteous law to 
We can sce no other way by 





“- 


os ‘ of _ ® Sin nal at 
eserve the beliness of his own characte, 
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RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 





as he has declared jis comp ete opposition to sin with fre- 


queney and emphasis, and ashe has promised by the lips 


of his Son, that not ene jot or tittle shall pass from the 


law, till all be fulfilled. 


of truth, we ask what the scriptures import, when they 


If our conclusions want the seal 


say, behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world ; and we have seen, and do testify, that 
the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world; 
and for this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that 
he might destroy the works of the devil, and that Christ 1s 
heir of all things, that he willsave his people from their 
sins,and that he shall see of the travail of his soul and 
shall be satisfied? The only plain and rational deduction 
from these qnotations is, transgression shall be finished, sin 
ented, reconeiliation made for iniquity and everlasting 
righteousness brought m; and when this shall be done, 
when Christ shall have subdued all his foes by the omnip- 
otency of his love, when God shall be all in all, the whole 
human familv shall be converted to a pure heart, an’! sha!! 
Thus 


shall he express his hatred of sin by its utter and endless 


serve their Father in heaven in spirit and in truth. 


extirpation, and his love of holiness by its confirmation and 
infinite progression. Inno other way can his veracity be 
preserved, or his law be universally honored, and in no 
other way can his moral empire have but one heart of 
love, and one voice of praise. We hence infer, that as 
vertainly as God loves righteousness and hates iniquity, as 
certainly as he prefers obedience to transgression, so cer- 
ainly he will exterminate ail sin, and render the observ- 
ance of his wise and benevolent law the vital aliment, the 
heaven of everysoul. It thenappears that sin is a tempo- 
rary evil, inthehand ofa kind and provident God, an 
that when he has effected the intended good by its contin- 
tance, he will extirpate it from his moral system, and 
thereby prove that it is not an object of his love. 

It can vever be objected with any show of reason, that 


God's displeasure against sin is manifested in his punish- 


selves or others by any other standard, 


— —= — 


readily excite joy ina pious heart in this life, as in the fu- 
ture. Were joy derivable from the misery of the wicked, 
why should the benevolent weep over them, conjuring 
them to abandon their sins, and pray, Father, may thy 
kingdom come, and thy will be done on earth, as it is in 
heaven? Why dothose, who truly love righteousness and 
hate iniquity, delightedly anticipate a future life, when, if 
the common doctrine be true, this 1s the least sinful? We 
hence conclude, as man was subjected to vanity, not wil- 
lingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected him in 
hope, that the whole moral creation shall be delivered 
from the bondaze of corruption, inte the glorious liberty of 
That, 


“From east to west, from north to south, 


the children of God. 


Emmanuel’s kingdom shali extend ; 
Ti!l every man, in every face, 
Shall meet a brother aud a friead.” 
—_— 
RELIGION. 
Mankind have long contended about religion, withou< 
understanding in what it consisted,or how it was manifes- 
ted. They have generally supposed those most religious, 
whose faith agreed with theirs, and those most irreligious, 
who believed a creed they deemed heretical, though their 
lives might be a faithful and persevering imitation of the 
great Master of Christians. So widely has this notion 
been disseminated, and so universally has its truth been 
admitted, that the first inquiry concerning a stranger is 
not whether his life be full of good works, or whether he 
possess and exhibit the temper of Jesus, but whether he 
believe in the established confession of faith, or whether 
he belong to an orthodox church. Christ rested the di- 
vinity of his character and the truth of his mission on the 
works he performed, and it would verily seem that the 
professed disciples of the great Teacher, who judge them- 
had not complied 
The 


with his direction, Learn of me. scriptures give a 





ment of the transyressor, unless the infliction be designed|clear and brief definition of the subject 


under considera: 


bd 4 4 ! . . . . . . e . 
to reclaim ; for any chastisement, that simply gives the of-|tion, and whoever is dissatisfied with their decision, virtu- 


fender pain, without furnishing him with one additionallally renounces their authority. 


motive to virtue, evidences dissatisfaction with the delin- 
quent, but no dislike to sin. For it must be evident be- 
yond controversy, that when a being possesses infinite 
power, he cannot manifest displeasure against an object he 
professes to hate, by the application of means that produce 
no change, or which render its hateful character more and 
still more odious. It is then certain that the punishment 


oftransgressors through eternity evinces no disallowance 





of sin,nor any destre that their moral feelings should be 


improved. But it may be urged that the endless 


and to keep himself unspotted from the world. 


gion before the world may be a very different thing, as it 


Hear their language ; 
Pure religion, and undefiled before God and the Father, is 
this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, 
Pure reli- 


may consist in mystic belief and injurious practice, but 


that religion, which is pure and undefiled before God, is 
expressed in acts of piety and relief to the souls and \be- 
dies of the afflicted, and in earnest and unwavering exer- 
tions to resemble Christ, in being holy, harmless, undefiled. 


sin and! Whoever is possessed of this religion need not fear the ca- 


misery of the wicked are necessary to heighten to joys of lumny and malice of earth, for it will outlast the storms of 


the blessed ; to this strange and superficial objection weithis world, and shine forth as the sun, after the tempest 


reply, holiness is the only foundatic-. of heavenly felicity,!clouds have melted from the heavens. 


but whoever pos- 


and that the joy ofa virtuous heart rises or falls, exactly in! sesses religion pure and undefiled before the world, should 


proportion as it advances or retrogrades in conforming to fear and-tremble, for that which is highly esteemed among 


the purity of God; and that sin and suflering would as men, is abomination im the sight ef God. Let cach one 
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INQUIRER. 3 





then examine his religion by the scriptures, and determinejhave the privilege of reading and understanding the 


ts real value by its practical benefits to himself and oth-jscriptures for themselves, but the truth is, unless they con- 


ers. Ifit consist merely in speculation, it is cold and com-|strue them in agreement with the or/hodozy of the age, 


fortless moonshine; but if it warm and expand the heart,!they are cousidered heretics, and represented to be in @ 


purify the life and shed the sunlight of happiness on this}more hopeless state than an ignorant Catholic, who never 


dark worid, its heavenly origin is demonstrated, nor can the}saw a Bible. The clergy wish to monopolize the inter- 


opprobrium of earth change its benign character, or de- 
prive him who practises it of the commendation of his Om- 
riscient Parent, Well done, thou good and faithful servant, 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. But if people exter- 
nally wear the white of the sepulchre, it is perfectly obvi- 
ous they wish to be seen of men, to be called Rabbi, to be 
zreeted in the market, and to be honored with the chief 
seat at feasts; and from men, whom they have thus en- 
deavored to please, they receive their only reward.— 
Those who evidence their possession of pure and undefiled 
religion by a life corresponding with its holy requisitions, 
are less earnest to gain the approval of a fiattering and in- 
sidious World, as they serve a God, who does not judge 
them by tithes, new-moons, Sabbaths, phylacteries, or long 
prayers made in the corners of the street, but by the tem- 
per of the heart, evinced in word and deed. Hence, from 
the plain delineation of the inspired volume, each one may 
learn the charaeter of his religion, and understand what 
kind of reward he shall receive. Let us then no longer 
contend for names and forms, ereeds and confessions of 
fsith, nor render our own claim to religion doubtful, by 
endeavoring to disprove that of others. If we have any 
thing better than Paganism, if owr christianity be prefera- 
ble to Islamism, let us demonstrate its superiority by living 
in the unity of the spirit and in the bond of peace, and we 
tiall give as unequivocal evidence, that it deserves the 
love of each heart, as has been furnished since the day of 
Calvary. 
—>—— 
Tur Puraperenura GAZETTEER is discontinued, at 
least for one year, as the patronige did not meet the ex- 
The Rocnrster (N. Y.) 


MaGazinp is to be enlarged and improved, and afforded 


penses of the publication. 


tosubseribers for $1 50. The present number of Univer- 
salist publications in the United States is twelve. 


oe 


pretation of the scriptures and to keep a knowledge of 
them in their power, and for that purpose opposed the 
translation of the sacred volume by Wickliffe, Latimer, 
and Cranmer. We give a historic scrap in proof. 


“When Cranmer, whose mind ran very much upor 
bringing in the free use of the Holy Scriptures in English 
among the people, put on vigorously a translation of 1t—it 
chanced that the Acts of the Apostles were sent to Bishop 
Stokesly to oversee and correct. When the day came, 
every man sent to Lambeth their parts corrected, only 
Stokesly’s portion was wanting; my Lord of Canterbury 
wrote to the Bishop a letter for his part, requiring him te 
deliver them unto the bringer his Secretary. He reeeived 
the Archbishop's letter at Fulham. Unto which he made 
this answer: “| marvel what my Lord of Canterbury 
meaneth, that thus abuseth the people, in giving them lib- 
erty to read the Scriptures; which does nothing else but 
infect them with heresy. [have bestowed never an hour 
upon my portion, nor never will. And therefore my Lord 
shall have his book again, for I will never be guilty ot 
bringing the simple people into error.” 
Strupe’s Cranmer. 

—p— 


DIVINE PROVIDENCE. 

“It isa pleasing and instructive view of the divine Pro 

vidence, to consider one and the same great designs as car 

ried on to maturity. in periods and by persons the most re- 
mote from each other, without communieation of intelli- 
gence, without concurrence of exertions among themselves; 
to behold the great God moulding, guiding, subduing the 
various passions, purposes, and private interests of men, to 
his own sovereign will; to behold the building of God ris- 
ing in beauty, advancing towards perfection, by the hands 
of feeble workmen, who comprehend not the thousandth 
part of the plan which they assist in executing, and who, ip- 
steal of co-operation, frequently seem to counteract one 
another. One digs his hour in the quarry—another lifts 
up his axe, and strikes a stroke or two in the forest—a 
third apples the square and compass to the stone which 
his neighbor has polished. But their labors, their views, 
their abilities, however different, all promote the same en’: 
and though they and their endeavors be frail and perish. 
ing, the work in which the Almighty employs them is pro 

gressive, is permanent, is immortal. Here a shepherd, 
there a king—here a little child, there a sage—here a le- 


A new religious publication has commenced in this City. gislator, there a conqueror—here a deluge, there a confla- 


inder the name of the Connecticur Orserver. Its 


designed to vindicate the Calvinistic doctrine, and to main- 


tain it in the form in which it was professed and defended 


by the puritan fathers. 











MISCELLANEOUS, | 


The two great principles of Protestantism are, the sery 
tures are the only true guide of faith and practice, and a 
men are possessed of the right of private judgment; ye: 
thousands who have acknowledged the correctness an 
contended for the enjoyment of these principles, have a 
strenuously opposed their exercise in others, as any Po; 


of Rome In Prat) stant ¢ emir =, mas! peor le thimk they 


xration, fulfils the designs of Heaven, and the glorious fa- 
brie of Redemption rises and rises, though patriarchs, and 
prophets, and apostles, sink, one after another into the 
dust. Man often begins to build, but is unable to finish, be- 
cause he had not counted the cost; but Ged “seeth the ent 
from the beginning. 
Hecan never want an instrument, who has [eaven, 
earth and hell at his disposal. “Surely, O Lord the wrath 
of man shall praise thee.” Satan is thy chained slave, and 
“ten thousand times ten thousand mighty angels minister 
unto thee.” How then can thy aim | e defeated? How 
can thy counsels fail ? Hunter's Biography. 
—tf 
BLASPHENY. 
Amidst all the vices and all the enormities of the Alge 


sve Turks, (a people distinguished for vielence and rapa- 








eitvy, and almost eyery species of cruelty’ come zoo! quali- 
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40 RELIGIOUS S INQU TR ER. 
a - . : a pa x — nf 
ties are obsery we e, ‘The most a seeianes wretch uever ‘| hese mortal eile to remo, 
presumes to utter the name of God in vain, or add it, by Or pluck from earth hope’s fain flower, 
way of decoration, to his ribaldry. And bid it bloom in climes above. 
When will this be said, even of men who glory in their Betore thy altar, lo! I bow, 
superior light and iniormation ? To thee renew my sacred vow; 
sepasiiippeincees Renounce the world, thy counsel prize, 
The Emperor of Russia and the Missionarres. Aud upward lift my waiting eyes. 
Captain Smith, of the brig Globe, from Cronstaidt, in- — 
forms that the Emperor of Russia had issued an order for FEMALI PIETY. 
the departure of all foreign Missionaries from the Russian ‘Tis sweet to see the opening rose, 
empire, and that many of them with families had arrived Spread its fair bosom to the sky ; 
t Croustadt and were embarking for England. ‘Tis sweet to view, at twilight's close, 
capes The heaven's bespangled canopy. 
Learn virtue from the vicious; and what offends you in 
their conduct, avoid in your own. A gentle hand will “Tis sweet, amid the vernal grove, 
lead the elephant itself by a hair. A wise man will not To hear the thrush’s fr eut iay, 
contend witha fool. If you resist temptation, do not ss- Or lark that wings his flieht above, 
sure yourself that you shall escape slander. A wise man ‘To hatl the dawning of the day 
who is not at the same time virtuous, js a blind man car- 
rying a iamp, he gives light to others, while he himself re- But sweeter far is maiden’s eve 
Mains in darkness.—Soeyings of Eddin Sadi. Uprais'd to heav'n in pious prayer : 
When, bath'd in tears, she looks on high, 
What sacred eloquence is there ! 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
MENTOR and Mayuew are on hand, and shall receive ©! sweeter far the sacred name, 
dune consideration. “\iy Father!” utter by her tongue ; 
. And sweeter when her heavenly flame 
_FOETRY. Ascends in pious, holy song. =‘ 
. O! sweet, when on the bended kuee, 
Her thoughts, her spirit moun’ above, 
In pious, deep-felt ecstacy, 
To realms of everlasting love. 
MARRIED, 
in this city, Mr. Nathan M. Morse, to Miss Hepzibath 
Shepard. 
Mr. Moses Emery, of Newburyport, Mass, to Miss Sarah 





that hath breath tence se “the Jord.” 
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THE CONSOLATION. 


As throngh time’s barren wilds 

With aching heart 
A lonely pilgrim, far trom home, 

In natures seanty vestments clad; 
Who shall my weary limbs sustain - 
Who raise iny head, or soothe my pain: 
Who teach me Zion’s heights to rise 7 
Who clothe me mimmortal! cuise? 


| roam, 
and visage sad; 


When fearful poverty enthrals, 
When hate annoys, and friendship fails 
When danger’s vengeful frown appals, 
When taint despondency prevails, 
Who shall uufading riches give : 
Who aid and counsel while I live ? , 
Who my eternal refuge prove ? 
Who raise my hopes to joys aboy 


When disappointments sink my soul, 
When pain and languor seize my frame, 

When care’s oppressive billows roll. 
When sip and sorrow boast their claim, 

Whose hand shall bind the broken heart? 

Who life and saving health impart ? 

Who hush the storm to heavenly peace ? 

And speak my pardon and release / 

with thee ‘he power 


ATs Sayjonr—God! 


M. Stewart. 


At New-Flaven, Mr. 
Crane. Mr. ] 


Bela Lord to Miss Hiarriet Ann 
Nahum Hayward to Miss Mary Dudley, 

In Providenee, R. 1. on the 19th ult. by Rev. David 
Pickering, Mr. Normand Lyman, of this city, to Miss Eli- 
zabeth Walker, of the former place. 

In Philadelphia, on Christmas morning, in the Univer- 
salist church at Lomberd-street, by Rev. Mr. Kneeland, 
the Rev. William — to Miss Sophronia, daughter ot 
Rev. Abner Kneeland, all of that city. 


<< 


DixrD, 
In this city, Mra. Sally Wales, aged 45; Mr 
/ Wadsworth, aged 52. 
At Plattskill, N. ¥. Mr. Charles Bull, aged 33, son of 
Mr. Thomas Bull, of this city. 


Ri Abigaud 


In Attleborough, Mass. on the 5th mst. Mrs. Jerusha, 
wife of Capt. Chester Bugbee, and daughter of Mr. Ezra 
Blake, in her 37th year. 

In Portland, Me. on the 25d ult. Mrs. Clarinda Streeter, 
consort of the editor of the Christian Intelligencer, after a 

distressing illness of 46 days, aged 30. 

In New-Haven, on the Sth inst. Eli Whitney, Esq. aged 
OU. 








iL. New Subseribers for the InavineR can have the 
aumbers from the convmencement oj the present volume.—- 
Terms, £1 per year, if ‘paid within sx months. 


cr All Communi cats ons for the InavInER mart be ad- 


dressed to the Editor; and all letters on busmess, to the 
| Publisher, (post pard). 
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